American Spaniel Club
Board of Directors Candidates for Election, January 2022
Report of the National Nominating Committee
Diane Kepley – President (SC)
Dee Torgerson Rismyhr - 1st Vice President (CT)
Douglas McFarlane - 2nd Vice President (WA)
Nancy Foley - Director at Large – Class of 2025 (IN)
Vivian Hudson - Director at Large – Class of 2025 (MA)
Linda Pitts - Director at Large – Class of 2025 (TN)
Lisa Arnett - Director at Large – Class of 2023 (MI)
Biographies Submitted:
Diane Kepley
I am a life member of the American Spaniel Club (ASC) and served as a Director- at-Large for six years, and am the club’s current president. During my current tenure, the club has adopted a revised breed standard, and it has approved a revision to the ASC Bylaws which allow for the creation of a new entry-level Associate membership.
My involvement in purebred dogs includes judging the entire Sporting Group at AKC shows.  As a judge I have developed a deep appreciation for the other flushing spaniel breeds as well. I am an ASC-approved breed mentor for Cocker Spaniels and have devoted time in working with potential judges to expand their understanding of the breed standard.  Many ASC members may recognize me as the chief ring announcer for the Flushing Spaniel Shows and the National Specialty Shows.
My family owned our first Cocker Spaniel when I was four years old, however I did not start showing or breeding until 1989, when Westhaven Cockers was established. Dogs I have owned or bred have attained titles in conformation, performance, and companion events.
Dee Torgerson Rismyhr
Since joining the American Spaniel Club, I have served the club in various capacities, first as the Insurance Chair. I have held various other positions including Zone Director, Director at Large, Alternate Zone Director, President of the American Spaniel Club Foundation, and was instrumental in bringing forward the cataract study with Dr Agurie to the Foundation when holding the position of ASCF President. I have had the pleasure of judging cocker spaniels around the world, including Sweden and Finland.
· Life member of the ASC contributing to the advancement of the breed
· Currently President of The Cocker Spaniel Club of Rhode Island 
· Member of Cocker Spaniel Breeders Club of New England
· Member of the Dogue De Bordeaux Club of America
Douglas McFarlane
Since its inception, I have served on the Board of the ASC Health & Rescue foundation holding positions as the Scientific Research Chair and Grants Chair. My contribution to this organization goes back many years, including drafting the original job descriptions for these two positions, researching and advancing many health research opportunities to the Board, and most recently drafting and negotiating the contract with Dr. Aguirre for the cataract research project. I recently stepped down and retired from this Board. 
In the past I served several terms on the Board of the ASC and have been a club member for over 40 years. 
· Past President and longtime board member of the English Cocker Spaniel Club of America (E-CSCA)
· Currently a board member of the ECSCA Health & Rescue Organization
· Founding member of the Cocker Spaniel Club of Orange County, holding numerous positions on the board and still a remain board member 
· Founding member of the English Cocker Spaniel Club of Southern California and held numerous board positions over the years
Although we moved to Washington state, I am still on the board of the Southern California Sporting Dog Association, and I remain a member of the Long Beach KC after serving on the Board for many years. Other Club affiliations include membership in the English Cocker Spaniel Club of Canada, London Cocker Society, and the Cocker Spaniel Club in England. 
Nancy Foley
I am a life member of ASC, member of the Salamonie Cocker Spaniel Club, the Ohio Valley Cocker Spaniel Club, and the Anderson Kennel Club (Indiana). 
I am Vice-President of the Anderson Kennel Club and Assistant Show Chair for our All-Breed cluster—over 1200 dogs for 4 days in Muncie, Indiana. I am also the Chair of the Finance Committee, Judges Hospitality Chair, and Social Media coordinator. I am also secretary of the Salamonie Cocker Spaniel Club. I have been either the Show Secretary or a consultant to a show secretary for our cluster for over 20 years. I've filled in on every committee for this club over the years, including as former treasurer and cluster finance coordinator. 
I served on the Board of ASC previously as a Director-at-Large from 2004 to 2007. 
I am a two-time National Specialty Show Chair (2004 & 2008 in Indianapolis).
Both shows were very successful from an event and financial perspective for the Club. I have served on several committees over the years for ASC in the following capacities: Show Chair, Fundraising Chair, Discipline Committee (Rosenburg Incident), Breeder's Education Chair, Catalog Advertising Chair, Technology Committee, Ring Steward and generally available as needed.
I am a Professional Project Manager and Software Consultant for EVERSANA Life Sciences—A full life-cycle Life Sciences Commercialization Partner to many Pharma and Life Sciences Companies. My specialty is contract management and revenue management. 
I have been breeding cockers since 1988, showing since 1992. I have bred over 50 champions and owned/finished 15 more. I have bred four generations of top producing stud dogs in the breed, and I'm a proactive voice for health testing and transparency of health issues in our breed. I'm a big supporter of the ASC Cataract Study, having had all of my living dogs and many relatives of my dogs entered into the study. 
Linda Pitts
I have been involved with the sport of purebred dogs for nearly 50 years. I became involved with Cockers in 1980, when I married my husband, Mike, and we started showing dogs professionally. I served multiple terms on the board, previously, and have been a contributing member to the American Spaniel Club, working as a Junior Showmanship judge, fundraiser, tack room organizer, and presenter at educational seminars. Aside from being a lifelong professional handler of Cockers, I have bred over 25 champions, including multiple Best in Show, Specialty, and Group Winners. I would welcome another term on the Board and look forward to working with them to attain new goals, especially the cataract research project.
Lisa Arnett
I have been involved with Cocker Spaniels since the late 1980’s, both as a breeder and a handler. Together with Nancy Gallant, we have co-bred numerous champions including several winners at the ASC Flushing Spaniel Show and at the National Specialty.
Reports of the Zone Nominating Committees
Zone 1
Zone Director - Per Rismyhr (CT)
Alternate Zone Director – Heidi Armour (PA)
Zone 2
Zone Director – Dale Ward (MS)
Alternate Zone Director – Kathy Patterson (KY)
Zone 3
Zone Director – Laura Heidrich (IL)
Alternate Zone Director – Linda Wright (IN)
Zone 4
Zone Director – Stephanie Kaul (CA)
Alternate Zone Director – Maricel Torres-Young (OR)
Zone 5
Zone Director – Deann Jepson (MO)
Alternate Zone Director – Lisa Barras (TX)
Biographies Submitted:
Heidi Armour
I have been breeding and showing cocker spaniels for over 25 years, using the kennel name of “Lehi”.
Showing.........started with using professional handlers. In about 1995 I started showing my own dogs, then I was asked to show a dog for somebody else, shortly after I began professional handling.
Breeding.........I have always done extensive pedigree and health research before any breedings. I’ve been blessed to be the breeder of over 55 champions so far, of which two (Denver & Gypsy) were owner-handled to become top winning specials. Gypsy went on to win Best in Show and was the #1 Black Cocker Bitch. She is now retired and sleeps on the bed, or wherever she chooses!!!!!
I’ve enjoyed judging several sweepstakes, and in the future, plan on applying for my judging license.
Dale Ward
Cocker spaniels have been part of my life since my dad brought home a cocker puppy when I was about ten years old; we kids promptly named him T-Bone, and I was smitten. My husband Calvin and I acquired our first cocker spaniel shortly after we married and became interested in dog shows while living in north Georgia a few years later.
Our first venture into showing cockers resulted in a championship for Sarbonah Southeast in 1975. Two more cockers (and one more champion) later, we two rank novices started a breeding program under the kennel name “Cottonwood”. With sound advice from experienced mentors, we bred and showed cocker spaniels in all three varieties until Calvin began judging and we suspended our breeding program. Probably our most notable homebred dog would be Ch. Cottonwood’s Congressman, one of the top producers of cocker spaniels, siring over 75 champions. I enjoy dog shows and continue to be active in the American Spaniel Club and our local club, the Greenville, MS Kennel Club.
As I retire from a career of teaching secondary school mathematics and science, I look forward to many more years of judging; however, what I look forward to most of all is continuing to live with and love the spaniels that so strive to please us with their beautiful expressions and merry dispositions.
Kathleen Patterson
I grew up with an Irish Setter and got my first Cocker Spaniel while I was a law school student in the 1970s. In the 40+ years since then, my love of the breed has never wavered. I enjoy waking up every morning to see the way they greet a new day—happy and curious. Right now, I’m living with a 10-year-old and her 2- year-old daughter who has just earned her CGC and is practicing to be well-behaved in the future.
I have been a member of the local specialty club for years and am currently the show chair for our Labor Day supported entry at the Kentucky Horse Park. I am a Life Member of the American Spaniel Club and served as its Secretary until the end of 2020. Since then in my spare time, I have enjoyed quilting, catching up on reading, and traveling.
Laura Heidrich
I am honored to be nominated to serve as the Zone 3 Director on the ASC Board. I have previously served as Zone 3 Director for the last 2 years. I look forward to continuing to be a voice for our Zone on the Board, as I have in the past, and being available to discuss concerns and bring to the Board's attention the ideas and questions of our membership.  
I have bred and shown over 180 champion cocker spaniels in the last 30+ years and I am a Life Member of ASC.  I try to support any and all Cocker specialties in my Zone and hold meetings there as well. Please feel free to contact me at any time. I look forward continue serving as your Zone 3 Director.
Linda Wright
I got my first Cocker when I was nine years old. We won several trophies in 4H, and when I learned what the “Artru” in her pedigree meant, I began researching the breed. In 1994, I obtained my first show dog from my mentor and dear friend, Lisa Fullington of Tejas Cockers. BISS Ch. Tejas Medicine Man finished quickly, shown by Jim Sargent. He went on to win specialty Best of Breeds and an Award of Merit at ASC, shown by the late, great Flavio Wernick. My next dog was a litter brother, Ch. Tejas Have No Reservation, both out of the outstanding, top-winning, too-producing bitch, BISS Ch. Linway’s Dance Smartly. Over the next several years, due to my husband’s career as an Army officer, it was difficult to keep and breed many dogs. But, on a small scale, I still enjoyed some success. Ch. Tejas JusWright Air Force One placed second in a very large class at ASC. Also in that litter was my first dual-titled dog, Ch. JusWright West Wing Candyman, RN, MX, AXJ, OF. Can. Ch. JusWright Hail to the Chief did very well in Canada. 
Also in Canada, Can. Ch. JusWright Enduring Freedom and litter sister Can. Ch. JusWright American Dream both did a lot of winning with several group placements. Both were ranked in Canada’s Top Ten all breeds. Other JusWright dogs have finished with specialty majors, and GCH. Tejas LaRaynne’s Wild Wild West, co-bred with Lisa Fullington, was an ASC Winners Dog. His dam, GCH. Tejas Holiday Holly, was a top producer. I am an AKC Breeder of Merit and a member of the Ohio Valley Cocker Club. I have had the pleasure of judging two specialty puppy sweepstakes and I am the ASC Legislative Liaison. I have a great passion for this breed and strive to always do my best to make positive contributions
Stephanie Kaul
I have been involved with (and in love with) cocker spaniels since I was 10 years old, when I showed my first cocker spaniel in junior handling. After college, getting married, building a career, and starting a family, I returned to dog shows and began my breeding program under the Samamari kennel name. Since then, dogs I’ve shown and/or owned have won multiple Bests in Show, Bests in Specialty, group placements, and some lovely ASC wins. I have served on the ASC Board, serving as Zone IV Director and 2nd Vice President. I currently serve as the ASC Show Liaison as well as the communications chair of the ASC Strategic Planning Committee.  I was the show chairman for two successful and profitable Zone IV national specialties in 2013 and 2018. I am honored to be nominated as the Zone IV Director for the upcoming term. 
Mariecel Torres-Young
I started learning about cocker spaniels and conformation dog shows on the Fall of 1994. I’ve continued throughout the years and did my first breeding on 2006 which led to a ASC National Futurity Winner in Oklahoma in 2007. I’ve bred 11 champions so far and have continued exhibit and breed top winning cockers on the parti and black variety. My home latest home bred parti has been on the top 5 2017, 2018, and 2020 and my latest home bred black has been on the top 5 2018, 2019 and 2021. I’ve been assistant show-chair for the Zone 4 National in 2013 and 2018. I’m currently applying to judge cocker spaniels. 
Deann Jepson
I have owned cocker spaniels for over 40 years and been an American Spaniel Club, Inc. (ASC) member since 2008. For over a decade, I have been showing my cockers in confirmation as an owner/handler, with several top 10 ranked owner/handler champions under my belt. I am always eager to learn and have the betterment of the breed in mind. I have served on several boards, including as the ASC Zone 5 Director. On a professional level, I am a respected project director, team leader, and manager, where I am currently leading a multi-billion-dollar project. I am looking forward to continuing to take on an active role with ASC and applying my combined experience, skills, and passion for spaniels! 
Lisa Barras
I can’t remember a time in my life that Cockers Spaniels were not a part of our family. I was born in Palermo Sicily, and my parents moved the family to Texas in the 1960’s. My mother was Army Mash unit, then later began working with Dr. Michael DeBakey. My father was Navy, serving 8yrs of active duty for this country. Cocker Spaniels in our lives were always a place to fill your heart, laugh, spend time in the field, and pull family together. Growing up from toddler to teenager, there was always time for a dog shows, family vacations would also, include excursions, to shows that were along our travels! I grew up watching some of the top handlers, past and present day in this breed. I’m a member of an All-Breed Kennel club and a Cocker specialty here in Texas, serving on boards of both. I have recently stepped into the show ring as an Owner Handler in 2017, finishing three of my Cockers to their Grands. I have been a member of the American Spaniel Club, since 2018, knowing it’s a place for knowledge and support in all aspect of the breed. I’m determined to contribute in the legacy of this breed I love. 
ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS
Additional nominations of eligible Full Members to the National Slate may be made by written petition addressed to the Secretary and received at his regular address on or before November 15th, signed by five (5) Full Members from each Zone and accompanied by the written acceptance of each such nominee signifying his willingness to be a candidate, in addition to a summary or resume, and short biography of the nominee.
Additional nominations of eligible Full Members to a position of Zone Director or alternate, may be made by written petition addressed to the Secretary and received at his regular address on or before November 15th, signed by ten (10) Full Members in the respective Zone, and accompanied by the written acceptance of each such nominee signifying his or her willingness to be a candidate in addition to a short biography of the nominee.
American Spaniel Club Corresponding Secretary
103 Lyndenbury Dr
Apex, NC 27502
If additional nominations are made as above, the Secretary will send out a ballot on or before December 1st.  If no additional nominations are received by November 15th, the above nominees shall be declared elected at the Annual Meeting in January.
